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CPO Meeting 12/7 

5:00 

 

Fire Drill and 

Inspection 

 

12/9 

10:15 

 

CCDC Tuition 

Due 

 

 

12/12 

 

Carmelo 

Closed for 

Winter Break 

 

12/19 

– 

12/30 

 

Co-Op Parent 

Meeting 

 

12/3 

5:00 

 

CPO Meeting 

 

1/4 

5:00 

 

TK & Co-op 

to Aquarium 

 

 

1/13 

9:00 

  

  

The Joy of Learning…….  CARMELO VOICES 
NEWSLETTER OF CARMELO SCHOOL: The Carmel child 

Development Center, Carmel Co-op Preschool and TK 
 

November 2010 

Calendar of Events for 

November 2010 

2010/11, Issue 3 

  

Dear Parents, 

Thank you all for a fabulous Fall Feast! The CPO members all chipped in to 

make it a fun day for all. I want to give a special thank you to Gretchen Abate for her 

work rolling hundreds of place settings and setting up the morning of the Fall Feast.  

Please join the CPO team at the monthly meetings.  Childcare and dinner for you and 

your children is provided.  It is a wonderful way to be more engaged in your child’s 

school community.  You will develop friendships with families your child will play 

with for many years to come. 

Please take the time to read the Ocean Guardian article from Paula Terui. The 

TK and Co-op families are starting a modern day Trading Post using Facebook’s 

“BUY NOTHING” system. It will be open to all Carmelo families, regardless of the 

class you are currently enrolled in. Thanks TK & Co-op! 

In this month’s newsletter some of the teachers’ articles will focus on 

mathematical learning and the benefits of organized games.  From infancy to school 

age, there are appropriate games that foster mathematical learning and 

social/emotional self-regulation. Taking the time to sit down as a family and play a 

game will be a memory you and your children will cherish. 

You may not realize how we use basic math language all the time. For 

example, with our infants, we play games and sing songs that use numbers and 

counting (such as “One, Two, Buckle My Shoe”). When we separate clothes by color, 

or group the mommy animal with their baby, we’re using the math concepts of sorting 

and classifying. For toddlers and very young three year olds, simple games like a jack-

in-the-box support a child’s ability to delay the result while the tune is played.  A 

matching card game is fun for young children taking turns finding matches. 

Sometimes look for games where there is no clear winner just a fun process. 

For children who are three or four, there are many choices for basic board 

games, such as Candy Land, Pizza Mania (adding or subtracting tasty toppings from 

your personal pizza), or even Chutes and Ladders.  Older preschool children have a 

wide range of organized games that are terrific for building math skills and can be fun 

for all family members. 

I wish you all a wonderful winter break and hope that you can all enjoy the 

extra time with your families. 

 

 

Best Regards,                    

Laura Dunn 
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Mathematics with Infants and Toddlers 

By:  Monica 
 

In the Infant Toddler Programs we begin introducing the basics concepts of 

math. Spatial Awareness, Measurement (quantity and size), Shapes, Counting, 

Patterns and Sorting are the most common math skills taught and learned here.  

During our daily practices of descriptive language and modeling while play, we are 

constantly counting, singing songs and exposing the children to math. 

We spend a lot of time teaching spatial awareness to our toddlers. It is not 

something that comes easily, but by singing songs such as “Open, Shut them” and 

“Ten in the Bed” we help them learn how their bodies 

move in space.  Our classroom design is intentional to 

create spatial awareness 

such as tunnels, 

climbing structure, tent, 

shelving placements, 

baskets, play house and 

sandbox.  Also, 

describing a child’s 

actions with words such 

as over, under, through, 

or near, helps them 

understand their body in relation to objects. 

Our daily language teaches measurement, for 

example: “You took a long nap”, “Your legs grew 

longer, and your pants are too small”. Snack and 

lunch times are also teachable moments for quantity 

with words such as more, all done, empty, and full.  

Our classroom’s materials are organized and sorted by like things and as 

children explore and clean up they learn naturally where things go and why. We 

can guide them by saying “you have a ball, where are the rest of the balls” As they 

get more comfortable, you might see your child sorting his or her toys by color, 

size, or style. We do so many of this naturally at home.  Invite your child to help 

you sort your laundry by person in your household or talking it through while you 

empty the dishes. 
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Patterning is something they will learn, more intentionally, later in their 

development.  In the infant toddler program most of our patterning is 

unintentionally by singing songs that repeat and 

displaying items in our room by color (blue, green, 

blue green).  

The most noticeable math skill is counting. 

We count daily whether it is when we are dressing 

the children 

and counting 

their arms, counting out their snack as we 

serve them, or while walking we count their 

steps. This is an easy way for them to learn 

that items are directly related to a number. 

When you are at home take a moment to 

count out your stairs as you climb them and 

soon enough your child will be doing it 

without your initiation.  
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Mathematics in Rooms 1 & 2 

By:  Sarah 

 
 

While two and three-year-olds have no need for 

formal math lessons that does not mean that they cannot be 

little mathematicians. Our job, as the adults in their lives, is 

to provide environments, routines, and interactions that are 

rich in math experiences. Numbers, shapes, quantities, and 

patterns can be found all over our Carmelo classrooms. We 

do our best to be present with the children throughout our 

day in order to recognize when children are exploring 

mathematical concepts and give them words for their 

important play.  

"You put those two bulldozers together. You are 

matching." 

 "You had four blocks and you got two more. How 

many do you have now?" 

 "You used the yellow blocks for your tower. You 

are sorting." 

 "Can you jump to the number four? Wow! You 

know your numbers!" "You are 

right. There are four dots. You are 

counting."  

 

"That shape has three sides. 

You made a triangle!"  

 

"You're right. Tuesday comes after 

Monday. The days of the week are a 

pattern. What day comes after Tuesday?"  

 

"You chose the number puzzle. 

You are interested in numbers. What 

number are you going to take out first?"  
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We build on children's fascination with size and comparison. We provide 

invitations to explore measurement and using real tools. The goal of such early 

math exposure is less about teaching addition, subtraction, or to count to twenty 

and more about encouraging children to feel curious and confident when it comes 

to math 
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Mathematics in the Older Wing 

By:  Debbie 

 

Math skills are just one part of a larger web of skills that children are 

developing in their early years - including language skills, physical skills, and 

social skills. The good news is the classroom 

environments on the Older Wing are enriched 

with many materials to support children in 

learning early math skills throughout their daily 

routines and activities. The teachers at Carmelo 

Child Development Center use the California 

Department of Education’s “Learning 

Foundations” and “Curriculum Framework” as 

tools to plan math activities that teach spatial 

relationships, classification, numbers sense of 

quantity, number sense of math operations, measuring, patterning and shapes.  We 

plan weekly curriculum to ensure we meet the needs of all the children in our care. 

  Play Block is the time at the start of the day 

when the children enter the classroom. They are 

eager to work with materials including puzzles, 

sorting objects, 

counting objects, 

work with 

shapes, making 

color patterned 

necklaces, or 

building with 

blocks. They are engaged and having a fun time, 

but also learning at the same time.  

Opening Circle is part of our daily 

routine. Daily we use the calendar as one of the 

teaching tools. We talk about the date, the day of the week, and the weather. By 

using the calendar we are reinforcing counting, sequencing, and patterning. 

Preschoolers learn best by hands - on activities.  

Another part of our daily routine is snack time. Setting the table for snack is 

another example of using math while practicing one-to one- correspondence, a 

fundamental math skill needed in counting.  
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At school we are always looking for ways to 

provide rich math experiences. There are many 

teaching opportunities at Home. Our goal is to engage 

parents by sharing math concepts your child is learning 

and encourage those concepts to be reinforced at home.  

Here is a measurement activity you can do at 

home:   

 

No- Bake Granola bars  (Makes about 28 bars) 

 baking sheet  

 wax paper  

 large mixing bowl  

 wooden spoon  

 1 Cup powdered sugar  

 1 ¼ Cups chocolate chips  

 1 Cup soy butter  

 ⅓ Cup milk  

 1 tsp. Vanilla extract  

 1 ½ cups uncooked oatmeal  

 1 Cup nut-free granola cereal  

1. Talk about the recipe with your child. Gather all ingredients (not yet measured) 

and talk about how much you are going to need of each ingredient. Line the baking 

sheet with wax paper.  

2. Together with your child, measure out each of the ingredients  

3. Invite your child to pour the measured sugar, soy butter, milk and vanilla one at 

a time into a large mixing bowl. Help your child mix the batter with a wooden 

spoon, and talk about how the batter changes as it is mixed (for example it changes 

from lumpy and separated to smooth and creamy.) 

4. When the batter is smooth and creamy, have your child pour in the oats, cereal, 

and chips. Continue to mix until the dry ingredients are completely coated with the 

soy butter mixture.  

5. Now prepare to get messy! Together with your child, roll and press the mixture 

into 1 inch balls on a lined baking sheet about a half-inch apart.  

6. Chill in the refrigerator at least an hour or until firm.  

7. Store in a tightly covered container in the refrigerator.  
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Mathematics in the Co-op Preschool 

By:  Tracey 
 

Mathematics is a lot of fun in the co-op preschool. Children are naturally 

inquisitive and love to learn about the world around them. They enjoy games and 

love to figure out puzzles. We work hard as a group to teach children about the 

math they find in the world around them and help them enjoy it through play and 

creative use of toys. 

One of the favorite math learning opportunities children have is through 

their play block time as part of the Tools of the Mind curriculum. The children 

have created a store that has items with prices and a cash register to "ring up" the 

customer for the sale. Children can practice writing numbers and figuring out 

quantity relationships as they determine pricing for objects. Occasionally we get a 

"two million dollar" steak for sale 

in our store ... but when it comes 

time to pay the cashier, it turns out 

that most people don't carry two 

million dollars of bills in their 

wallet! As a result, the children will 

often re-evaluate what a reasonable 

price might be for the steak and 

learn about the relationships 

between numbers for price and 

pieces of paper that represent the 

money needed to cover that price. 

We also have small group 

games and activities that teach 

mathematical concepts. We use pattern bears and learn different ways patterns can 

be formed.  

We use small colorful 

food to sort into bowls. Most 

children like to sort by color - 

but some have learned to sort by 

shape.   

We also play number 

recognition games. One of the 

Tools of the Mind games that 

we frequently play is "I have, 

who has" with numbers. 

Through the game, children 

begin to learn to recognize the 

number by their name.  
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Additionally, children play 

games with dice. They love to roll 

the die or dice and count the dots to 

get a number ... they then find their 

number on a mat and place their 

animal on it. With wonderful parent 

helpers in the classroom, children at 

all levels of ability and 

understanding are able to learn as 

they receive just enough help to 

guide them and let them be 

successful. 

 

Overall, children enjoy learning math in the classroom. Whether they roll a 

die and name the number on it, create a pattern, figure out measurement for baking 

or making playdough, or just setting up a store, they love to learn about 

relationships, numbers, and quantity. By making math meaningful as they enjoy 

their everyday play, they are able to learn and have fun. With the wonderful parent 

workers in the program - so many children are able to get the guidance they need 

so that all children from 2 to 5 can succeed in every math activity they try. With 

the right amount of support, each child pushes their learning limit, gains more 

knowledge, is successful, and has fun doing it. What a wonderful program we are 

able to have in co-op preschool because of our many wonderful parent helpers! 
 

 

 

“The essence of mathematics is 

not to make simple things 

complicated, but to make 

complicated things simple.” 
     S. Gudder 
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TK December Newsletter 

By: Paula 

Ocean Guardians to the Rescue!    

Our Transitional Kindergarten Class and 
Parent Co-op class are joining forces to TAKE CARE 
of and SHARE the planet by protecting the 
watershed including our rivers, marine sanctuary, 
and ocean.   

Have you seen our mural?   If not, please see 
photos inserted in the article.  It will contrast a 
Healthy Ocean to an Unhealthy Ocean.  This was 
the first of many projects which will include:  field 
study trips, clean-ups, learning about marine 
animals, focusing on choosing unpackaged foods 

and reusable containers, and creating a 5 “Rs” 
Waste Diversion system including Worm-
Composting!    (Did you know that by 
composting and keeping organic food waste 
OUT of the landfill we are helping to decrease 
Greenhouse Gases which harm life in our 
biosphere?)  
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Speaking of the 5 “Rs”, one important way to reduce 
Greenhouse Gas emissions and to help out the ocean’s health is 
to refuse and reduce consumption.  Not only can we reduce the 
consumable products being used, which help our oceans and 
planet, but we are also reducing the fuel used in manufacturing, 
transportation, and packaging of consumable products. This can 
all really add up and make a big impact! 

SO—Carmelo School is starting a modern day Trading Post using 
Facebook’s BUY NOTHING system.  Here’s how YOU can trade 
gently used CHILDREN’S ITEMS   (In Spring we may expand to 
household and grown up items.)  Remember this is open to all 
CARMELO FAMILIES!    

 Collect gently used items your child has outgrown or no longer needs:   
Books, baby items and furniture, clothing, shoes, toys, activity kits, art supplies 

 Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/422383117885698/   or search  
           “Carmelo Trading Post” on Facebook and request to join. 

 Post your items. 
 Shop around for items you want and choose them. 
 Bag or Box the items you are BRINGING. (Furniture as is.) 
 Label with FROM:    your name,   TO:  Recipient’s name   DATE: to pick up 

 Bring to Room 9 for pick up.  
 Be sure to pick up on time, please. 
 Thank yourself for “Using what we have” and helping to reduce greenhouse emissions! 
 This Trading Post will run until the end of the year. 
 
By taking the time to use our BUY NOTHING Trading Post, not only will you be saving 

money - but you’ll be helping to save our oceans and planet. Each item that finds a new home 
with a new family is one less item in the landfills, one less items that had to be manufactured, 
and one less item that needed fuel and packaging to make it presentable to you in the store or 
through the mail. Help us help the ocean and visit our trading post this year. Ocean Guardians 
to the rescue! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/422383117885698/
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CARMELO PARENT ORGANIZATION 

 

 

 

 

CPO 2016-2017 

 

Welcome to our 2016-17 CPO Officers and Committee 

Coordinators. Thanks to everyone for your time and 

commitment.  

President – Kim DeRenzo   

 Vice President – Marc and Molly Stafford  

 Treasurer – Gretchen Abate   

 Secretary / Room 6 Parent COOP – Jason Dunton  

Infant Room Parent – Jennifer Henry 

Room 1 Parent – Bahar Iranmanesh 

Room 2 Parent – Kate Harrington 

Room 3 Parent – Stacy Scherling   

Room 4 & 5 Parent – Melissa Rosenthal 

Room 7 Parent – Natalie Kobza 

Room TK Parent – Lauren Collins 

Feel free to be in touch any time via email to Kim 

DeRenzo at kderenzo@gmail.com or call Laura Dunn at       

624-8047 x 12.  

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2016 

Upcoming Events 
 
CMS STUDENT SINGERS 
Will be performing for the older wing on 
December 15, 2016. 
 
CPO MEETING 
December 7, 2016 at 5:00 pm 
 
Join the CPO the second Wednesday of each month 
at 5:00 at Carmelo. Dinner and childcare provided.  
 
This is the last CPO meeting of 2016. We plan to 
have our first 2017 meeting on January 4, 2017.  
 
Upcoming CPO meetings: 

 12/7/2016 

 1/4/2017 
 

If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you 
want to go far, go together.   
 

 ~African Proverb 

THANK YOU for your support with 

the 2016 TRIKE-A-THON and FALL 

FEAST! Both events were a great 

success! They were only possible 

with your help. 


